90" Anniversary of the Police Force

On the 98 anniversary of the establishment of the StatecBdibrce, an International Festival of Police
Bands took place — the first event of this kindthe history of Poland’s Police Force. The event weldl in
Wroctaw's Market Square on 3 July. Besides the dPolpolice bands and choirs, the ensembles which
participated in the Festival were the Central Bahthe Border Guards from Nowy&, and Police Bands from
Germany, Slovakia, and Lithuania.

»Thus, the State Police Force was formed, firsalbf of various Civil Guards of the former Congress
Kingdom of Poland - created independently by theallgopulation in the areas which the Russians had
abandoned. With time, the guards were transformeéal iunicipal militia units — the organisations whiwere
more consolidated and flexible; however, unablddwelop properly, mainly, due to the fact that dlceupation
authorities — both Austrian and German invadersdeired their activities; moreover, the militia fortizns
acted independently, each of them in their own wathout the co-ordination of central authoritig®nly after
the expulsion of the invaders, was it possibletmfas uniform as possible a corps named the Mpaidtolice.
However, it was not uniform in its sense becausehef fact that although all militia formations were
transformed into Municipal or Communal Police angbsrdinated to central authorities, there were |sdil
number of organisations acting more or less sepyafThis applies to the Folk Militia, the Militarfyolice of
the former Galicia, the National Military Police dhe Former Prussian Partition Area, The Policethé
Eastern Regions. the Police of the Central Lithasaund a number of police units in the towns of Kinekow,
and Pozna Region, and in Pomerania, as well as the Riverideohnd Railway Protection Service. That
diversity was brought to an end with the implemgaraof the State Police Force Act on 24 July 1919 act
created the foundations of a uniform national ségucorps i.e. the State Police Force. From then tire
process of integration of various police organisas began, which was extended to the years 1929, Hhd
1921.

"Na Posterunku” nr 46, 730(10) — "On Guard Duty” the Police Journale 46,

With the establishing of the State Police Forcaydsaand choirs were also formed. According to the
Police Journal "Na Posterunku” (On Guard Duty)51, (11) 811, in the years 1927, the State Pélaee had
from 9 to 19 bands and from 2 to 7 choirs. (Seddbk below).

Years 1927 1928 1929 1930 1931 1932 1933
Number 10 19 9 12 12 10 11
of Bands
Number
of Choirs 3 6 7 6 5 2 6

They participated in all major events of their snguch as taking an oath of allegiance, parades,
funerals, anniversaries, the Police Day celebratietc. In the daily detail of the Police High Coissioner
(related to the Police Day), one can learn abaiptrticipation of the police bands in the morrsegvice at the
Post-Carmelite Church (at 55, Krakowskie Przedoi& on 10 November 1937, and about the participatif
the Police Bands — both marching and mounted hdrcelebrations at the Tomb of an Unknown Soldrethe
afternoon parade of the marching detachments ofState Police and the company of Penitentiary Guard
Plac na Rozdrau, the band which took part in the event was thic@dorce Marching Band headed by thé 2
Mounted Squadron commanded by 2Lt Ztakomski plus KMounted Band. On the same day, in a radio
broadcast, the Police High Commissioner deliverespeech. The children of fallen policemen sang, thed
Central Police Band performed.

Today, there are three Police Bands in Poland gatiWarsaw (since 1968), in Wroctaw (since 1974),
and in Katowice (since 1973). Moreover, there &red choirs acting in Biatystok (since 2003), Pdz(snce
2003), and in Warsaw (since 2006).

This year, one-hundred-anniversary has been céébitay the Police Corps of Lower Saxony. The
Band of the Ministry of the Interior of the Repighbf Slovakia has been active since the year 1848; the
beginnings of the Central Band of the Ministry lo¢ interior of the Republic of Lithuania date baskhe year
1935.



During the Festival all ensembles demonstrated thigh artistic standards. The concert programmes,
bands’ drill, and the performance of nine composgi by the massed bands and choirs conducted by the
directors of the bands taking part evoked adminatind recognition with the audience gathered onc¥svads
Market Square. The choirs gave additional perfocearat St. Elisabeth’s, and St. Dorothy’s Churclenstthey
received an exceptionally warm reception.

THE PROGRAMME OF THE INTERNATIONAL POLICE BANDS
FESTIVAL IN WROCLAW

On the band stand (3:30 — 5:30 PM)
* The Police Band of the Silesian District from Katce;
» The Band of the Ministry of the Interior of the fRablic of Slovakia;
* The Central Police Band from Warsaw;
» The Police Musical Corps of Lower Saxony.

At Market Square (5:30 — 7:30 PM)
* The Police Band of the Silesian District from Kaice;
e The Band of the Ministry of the Interior of theRiblic of Slovakia;
» The Central Police Band from Warsaw;
e Central Band of the Ministry of the Interior of tRepublic of Lithuania;
* Regional Police Command Band from Wroctaw;
» The Central Band of the Border Guards from NowgzS

St. Elisabeth Church (6:30 — 7:30 PM}-The Choir of the Regional Police Command from E&dk;
St. Dorothy’s Church (6:30 — 7:30 PM) — The Choir of the MetropolitaniP® Command from Warsaw.

The concert performed by the massed bands and cheir(7:30 -9:00 PM)

e "The Wroctaw Bugle-Call” — conducted by C.W.O. Adakfitiw;

e S. Surzyiski, arr. by K. Ottarzewski, "Glory to the Polislahd” — conducted by Wioletta Mitkowska
D. Univ., D.Mus.;

e W.Kilar, arr. by I. Stromski, the polonaise frohetfilm "Pan Tadeusz” — conducted by Capt. Janusz
Trzepizur;

» J. Steffaro, arr by J. De Meij, "March to Mars” erclucted by Col. Algirdas Radzevicius;

» Vangelis, arr. by S. Stczek, "Conquest of Paradise” — conducted by ManiStaw Sticzek D.Mus.;

* M. Wilson, "76 Trombones” — conducted by Col. Jantek;

* A.Birgel, "Tribute to the Tiger” — sung by Grzegorz Witonducted by C.W.O. Adam Witiw;

e L. van Beethoven, arr. by M. Schneider, “EuropAathem” — conducted by Thomas Boger.

All performances were announced by Lt. Col. Grzeglach.

The International Police Bands Festival was cormdiudith the marching parade of all the bands takisg
to the music of the famous "Warszawianka” (compobgdK. Kurpinski and arranged by Z. Zakrzewski)
conducted by C.W.O. Pawet Pastuch.

The Festival commenced the series of celebrationsexted with this year’s Police Day. On that day,
before noon, a delegation laid a wreath at the cemanative tablet paying tribute to the policemerraeued at
Twer. A wreath was also laid at the Monument of Flalen Policemen on Osobowicki Cemetery. Latethe
Town Hall, a celebration was held during which auyr of policemen was awarded with state and mirdgdte
decorations. Another group were promoted to highaice ranks. Wroctaw’'s market Square was the place
where policemen demonstrated the technical equipossd in criminal investigation and road traffantrol.

The recruitment centres of the Personnel Departroém¥lunicipal and Regional Police Command
attracted the local population. It was possibleoldain information concerning the intake and senit the
Police Force.



These important artistic and political events male feel optimistic, and we hope that in the
forthcoming years, we will have the following sarigf the Festival. May the performers, the orgamsisand the
sponsors not wait for the next Festival. Here, vailal like to express our gratitude and congratofetito all
performers for excellent concerts to and to theoiggrs of the event for their perfect arrangements

On the Police Day (24 July this year), the ceremohy¥hanging of the Guards at the Tomb of an
Unknown Soldier with the participation of policetdchments took place. The ceremony was attendedeby
representatives of national authorities includimggRd’s Prime Minister Mr. Donald Tusk.

The present material — based on the National Aeshdeposits, the folders and the Website of the
Festival, and the opinion survey of the audiens@as elaborated by Lt. Col. Zbigniew Ku



